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Web: WWW.kiamawoodcraft.org 
 
Postal address:-Box 572 Kiama 2533  
 

 

January 2009 Newsletter 
Committee 
 
President: John Hanrahan        0400719179 Vice President: David Ross  42321754 

 
                                                       42331067 Treasurer: Dorothy Hanbridge 42341346 
Secretary: Barry Mather        42377072 Co-ordinator: John Jenkins             42375352 
Newsletter Editor: Tom Loosz    42970357  
 

Meetings 4th Wednesday of each month at Kiama High School:- Next Meeting 28/1/09 
 
Welcome Back 
Welcome to a New Year!  I hope everyone had a great Christmas and a festive New Year.  I guess Santa was good to 
everyone and we all have new tools to play with over the next few months.  I imagine show and tell to be as good as last 
year, we certainly had some great exhibits that just kept impressing, so keep up the good work. 
 
Another year older and another year wiser, so I’m told!  I didn’t feel too wise a couple of weeks ago when I pushed some 
timber a little too hard at the band saw.  I still have my finger but it will have a nice scar to remind me that power saws are 
sharp and accidents happen so quickly.  So this may be time for an apt reminder to all members to take that extra time to 
ensure all safety requirements are in place before you start turning that timber into a work of art. 
 
December 2008 Old Fire Station Sales 
By all accounts the December sales were a great success and all members that provided items for sales did very well, the 
quality of craftsmanship was truly excellent, testament to the quantity of woodwork sold during the sales week.  I must admit 
it was the first time I had entered items for sale and sold 6 spatulas!  Not enough to retire on but pleasing to say the least.  So 
if you haven’t sold any of your woodwork before the next opportunity is at the Kiama Woodcraft Expo, so get busy!   
We had a lot of international tourists passing through and buying items for themselves and as gifts, bowls, door stops, pens, 
clocks, carvings and other items are now being used somewhere across the planet, seems a bit weird when you think about it. 
John Daniel’s traditional tools display and sales also attracted a good crowd, not sure if John sold all his wares but he always 
enjoys a good chat with the visitors.  Is there nothing this man doesn’t know about planes??   
 
January Speaker/Demonstrator 
This month we will have the pleasure of welcoming Kit Tanner whom will be giving a talk and demonstration on setting up 
and using bandsaws.  This will be an enjoyable demonstration.  Most of us have a bandsaw in our workshop, so we’ll have 
no excuses for not having a finely turned machine to use after this talk. 
John Hanrahan gave an interesting demonstration at the November 2008 meeting, which covered some aspects of decorative 
routing on bowls using his jig.  It was a good evening with plenty of member interest.  Hopefully some of the other members 
may be able to provide a demonstration during this year now we have the use of the woodworking machinery at the 
woodwork rooms, 
********************************************REMINDE R**************************************** 
The 2009 Kiama Show, will be held on 23-24 January 2009, so if you are entering the show, entry forms MUST be 
submitted by Tuesday 20/1/09 and entries delivered by the Thursday morning.  For more details on entries and entry forms 
please contact John Hawkins, 4233 1170. 
 
Rolling Events Calendar        
Kiama Show - 30-31 January 2009 
Kiama Woodcraft Expo - 14-15 March 2009  
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November Show and Tell and Demonstration Photo Gallery 

  

  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tree of the Month 
Camphor laurels (Cinnamomum camphora) are indigenous to China, 
Taiwan, Japan, parts of Vietnam and the Korean island of Cheju-do (Stubbs 
et. al. 1999). The earliest official date of introduction to Australia was in 1854 
although it may have been as early as 1822 (Firth 1979, Stubbs et. al. 1999). 
In Northern New South Wales camphor laurel was actively promoted as a 
shade and street tree and was planted in many school playgrounds, cemeteries 
and parks. Following widespread clearing of native vegetation in the late 
1800’s and early 1900’s it was actively planted as a shade tree in agricultural 
areas. It is now a serious weed throughout the region, especially where rainfall 
exceeds 1000mm and frosts are infrequent (Firth 1981). It is most abundant 
on red soils in former rainforest areas.   Camphor laurel is a single or multi-
stemmed evergreen tree growing 20-30m tall and with a trunk 1 to 2m in 
diameter. It has a spreading habit when growing in the open.  Significant 
variation in the shape, leaf characteristics, oil content and fruiting times exists 
between individual trees growing in Australia. 
Camphor Laurel will germinate readily from seed, suckers and will also 
coppice from damaged roots.  An adult tree will produce over 100,000 seeds 
per year, which are then spread by fruit-eating birds. 
 
In China, Japan, Taiwan and other countries, camphor laurel is of great 
cultural and economic importance. It has for many centuries been used to 
create scents, oil, crystallised blocks for religious ceremonies, and medicines. 
It is considered a valuable timber for furniture and carving particularly of 
icons. 
Australian-grown camphor laurel has a strikingly appealing colour and grain 
often honey coloured. On occasion, it has been exported to Asia and then re-
imported in the form of crafted items.  Slowly but surely, local craftspeople 
are realising how valuable it is as a high quality furniture timber, and more 
locally produced camphor-crafted pieces are appearing in shops and open-air 
markets. 

Flower Head 
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 Kiama Woodcraft  Group Inc.   General   Meeting  November 26th   2008 
 

Vice President David Opened the Meeting at 7:00  pm and welcomed all for attending. David advised he 
was chairing the meeting as Pres John was preparing for his lathe demonstration. 

 
Attendance: 23    Guest Speakers: None. 
 
Apologies: Colin Pond. 
 
Show & Tell: 

John Unwin gave us a very quick history on the club formation. The first meeting was in August 1993. 
He also had a newsletter dated April 1996.  Ray King moved a vote of thanks to our present newsletter 
editor Tom and commended him on the great job he is doing.  John displayed two bunches of very 
realistic grapes he had made from a Red Teatree. And then related the story behind them. 
John Daniel showed us a very ancient brace in the 1850 vintage.  John explained in detail how he had 
carried out repairs to the only timber part using cotoneaster.  The finished repair looking as good as new. 
Ted Batty neve ceases to amaze us.  Three bowls from the one Yellow Box burl using a bowl corer. 
The finish was in Danish Oil and complimented the grain in the burl. 
Ern Thompson, Erns return after a long absence was well received by all present. He displayed a 
laminated urn complete with lid.  The shape was very much like the work we had seen done recently on 
an ornamental lathe.  Well done Ern. 
John Jenkins presented two very fine bandsaw boxes (Rosewood and Red Cedar) complete with delicate 
brass knobs made by himself and magnetic catches a spray on finish one of matt and the other low sheen 
completed a very fine job.  
Lots of discussion followed on the various methods of applying Danish Organ Oil,  I’ m sure we all took 
something away from this. 

The Minutes: 
From previous GM meeting were accepted as circulated.  Moved & Seconded. Ray King & Ted Batty. 

 
Business Arising: Nil 

 
Correspondence In: 

Kiama Council - 1ST Half of Year Bookings 2009. (Unsuccessful) 
Kiama Council - 1ST Half of Year Bookings 2009. ( Second Chance ) 
The Australian Woodworker Magazine - Subscription Renewal. 
Shoalhaven Woodies - Invite to Christmas BBQ Sunday & 7th 11am Kangaroo Valley  Show ground.  
Illawarra Woodies - Invite to Christmas Function Sunday 14th Balgownie Rd near Speed Camera 11am.  
Kiama Tourism - Advise they will be advertising our Expo. 
Newsletters & Magazines: 
The Illawarra Woodworkers Group Inc November  Newsletter 2008 
Treen Topics.  Shoalhaven Woodcraft Society. November Newsletter  2008. 
Milton Ulladulla Bowling Club Woodworkers Inc. November & December Newsletters  2008. 
Cubby House News - November 2008. 
The Hobby Turner October 2008. 
Cooroora Woodworkers December Newsletter  
Correspondence out: 
Sympathy Card to Shoalhaven Group Loss of Don Morgan 
Invite to Shoalhaven Group to attend our Christmas Function. 
Invite to Illawarra Group to attend our Christmas Function and Thanks to Mal Stewart for guest Speaking 
Kiama Tourism - Advertising our Expo. 

 
 It was Moved Col Hanbridge  seconded Col Wiggins  that the correspondence be accepted. 
 
Business Arising: 

After discussion It was moved by Ray King and seconded by John Daniel that we write to Council out 
lining concerns the Club has on the OFStn being used only on some weekends, when there may be local 
groups who would be prepared to open and man it for a week.  
 

Treasurers Report: 
  . Treas. Dorothy Hanbridge  delivered her report and moved that the report be accepted. 
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     Seconded by Ted Batty. 
 

Sect Barry advised the meeting that Tom Loosz had been very successful in getting our Expo advertised 
in The Australian Woodworker Mag. 
Expo Co-ordinator: 
Joe White - Working on advertising for Expo(Open Road and Wood Review).  Also waiting on reply 
from Ornamental Woodturners.  
Co-Ordinator:  
John Jenkins - Pres John will be demonstrating on the lathe tonight, how to decorate turned bowls with 
of all things a chainsaw and then with a router.  January 09 Provisional.  Kit Hannah to demonstrate 
bandsaw techniques and will require us to supply bandsaw.  After discussion it was moved John 
Hanrahan seconded John Daniel that John Jenkins or John Daniel be allowed to purchase two fine 
bandsaw blades suitable for Kit’ s demo that will suit the High Schools Bandsaw.  Feb 09 Prov. Ocean 
Links Power Generation.  March 09 Art Burrows Publisher of The Australian Woodworker will give a 
Power Point Presentation on Ancient Egyptian woodworking tools.  April 09 move meeting to Pilot’ s 
Cottage for talk on history of Kiama. 
Co-Ordinator O. F. Stn.: 
John Unwin - Suggested 8am start for Christmas week in OFStn. 23rd to 29th .  John also suggested that 
we man the OFStn for 3 shifts, ie. 9 till 1.  1 till 4 and 4 till 8.30 depending on trade. 

General Business: 
It was agreed by members that we renew our Subscription to The Australian Woodworkers Mag. 
John Hawkins advised that the Kiama Show will run from 23rd to 24th January 09.  Entry forms must be 
in by 20th and exhibits by 11am on the Thursday. 
John Hawkins advised the meeting that he will be demonstrating scroll saw techniques on Saturday 6th 
December 08 at the Illawarra Woodworkers Group and on Wednesday 28th January 09 at the Kiama 
Mens Probus Group. 
Pres John commented on the markup on an item he had placed in the Rocks Area at  150%. 
John Unwin still has blanks available for the Club Challenge. 

   Meeting closed at 08:06 pm. 
 
 
 The next committee meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd December. 
 A the home of Joe and Mary White 36 Hendricks Pde Mt. Warrigal.����������	
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Barry A Mather 

 


