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Web: WWW.kiamawoodcraft.org 
 
Postal address:-Box 572 Kiama 2533  
 

 

July 2009 Newsletter 
Committee 
 
President: John Hanrahan        0400719179 Vice President: David Ross  42321754 

 
                                                       42331067 Treasurer: Dorothy Hanbridge 42341346 
Secretary: Barry Mather        42377072 Co-ordinator: John Jenkins             42375352 
Newsletter Editor: Tom Loosz    42970357  
 

Meetings 4th Wednesday of each month at Kiama High School:- Next Meeting 22/7/09 
 

AGM : A year comes around so fast!  The AGM will be held at the next meeting so please show your 
enthusiasm for the club and nominate for a position.  Whether it’s the President or catering someone has 
to fill the spot, we only have relatively small membership.  So in order to keep going and not wear out the  
members that always fill these places, how about thinking of a way YOU can get involved with the club 
administration.   
 
June Demonstrator was John Daniel gave a talk on this pictured Music Canterbury and its construction 
methods, more on this in the minutes.  Photos by Sandra Hamblin 

  
 
July Demonstrator:- Ian Yabsley will be speaker on the Kiama’s Men shed, this should be an interesting 
talk, hope everyone can make it.  
 
Rolling Events Calendar  
 
August 4- 10 – OFS Display and sales  
August 9 – Timber getters street parade in conjunction with the Kiama 150th anniversary  
Show and Tell 
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A selection of photos taken by our resident photographer, Sandra Hamblin, from left to right:- A john 
Unwin carving and two bowls turned by the ever busy Ted Battey, congratulations on the fantastic works 
of art! 
 

BORING 
Ever wondered what kind of wood borers we have in Australia and some of the tell tale signs you may have an infestation in 
you latest creation? 

The discovery of small, fresh, conical piles of sawdust in your home can provoke one of those ‘sick in the stomach’ feelings. 
Wood borers! All borers will do some kind of damage to timber, but all is not lost – there are ‘good borers’ and ‘bad borers’. 
You need to be aware of the differences between the two groups, because ‘good borer’ damage will be cheap to repair, but it 
may be expensive to repair the damage done by ‘bad borers’.  The ‘good borers’ are beetles whose damage is limited to the 
first five years after the timber was milled. They attack mainly soft wood or moist decaying timber, and the damage done to the 
wood is superficial; it can be fixed by filling with putty and a quick repaint. The ‘bad borers’ are beetles that can attack 
hardwood or softwood of any age. The damage is often structural, requiring complete replacement of the timbers, which are 
often floor boards or major support beams.  

GOOD BORERS  

Ambrosia or Pinhole Borer Beetle 
The Ambrosia or Pinhole Borer, Platypus australis, belongs to the Curculionidae family and has a biology that differs from 
most other wood borers. In other wood-boring beetles, it is the larvae (grubs) that bore through the wood and create the 
galleries. In the case of the Ambrosia Beetle, the adult female bores into the timber, creating a central tunnel with side 
branches. The larvae do not feed on the wood; they eat the fungus that grows on the moist timber gallery excavated by the adult 
female. The fungus causes a staining of the wood, which is characteristic of Ambrosia Beetle attack. Since the fungus the larva 
feeds on requires a moist environment, attack is confined to living or recently felled timber. Damage is only superficial. 

Dampwood Borer 
The Dampwood Borer, Hadrobregmus australiensis, belongs to the Anobiidae group of borers. It is a comparatively large 
beetle that attacks both softwoods and hardwoods, but only wood that is moist or decayed by wood-rotting fungi. As such, the 
wood affected by the borer is already damaged and therefore the borer is not considered to initiate damage. Typically in a 
household situation, damp-affected wood occurs in the subfloor parts of the building. Once the decayed wood has been 
removed and the reason for the damp condition is fixed, no further Dampwood Borer damage will occur.  

Longicorn beetles 
These are the cerambycid or longicorn beetles, so named because of their long antennae. Most species attack living trees. The 
boring is done by the larva (beetle grub), which may take 1–3 years to complete its development. Sometimes, the live tree that 
was originally attacked may have become part of a house or made into furniture, and the owner can get quite a surprise when a 
large beetle emerges. Damage is only superficial. 

 
  

Ambrosia or Pinhole Borer Beetle   Dampwood Borer    Longicorn beetles 

Powder Post Beetle 
This lyctid borer attacks the sapwood of susceptible hardwoods, but not softwoods. The female lays her eggs in the exposed 
end-pores of freshly cut wood, or in a living tree that has been damaged. Borer attack is confined to about the first five years 
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following felling of the logs, or when the timber moisture drops below 20%. The larvae feed along the grain of the wood and 
never attack the heartwood, so the damage is superficial.  

 

Particoloured Auger Beetle 
The auger beetles are bostrichid borers. They attack only recently felled logs and green timber, and only the sapwood of 
hardwood and softwood is susceptible to attack. The larvae feed along the grain of the wood, so the damage is superficial. The 
larvae (beetle grubs) produce a fine powdery frass (insect poo). The Particoloured Auger Beetle, Mesoxylion collaris, is the 
most frequently encountered species. It often bores its way out through the plasterboard during the first summer after a house 
has been constructed or renovated.  

 

 

Powder Post Beetle  Particoloured Auger Beetle 
 
BAD BORERS 
 
Wood-boring Weevil 
This beetle, Pentaminus rhyncoliformis, belongs to the Curculionidae or weevil group of beetles. It attacks only softwoods, 
such as pine skirting boards. However, unlike the larvae of the ‘good borers’, which feed along the grain, the larvae of the 
Wood-boring Weevil meander throughout the wood, producing a honeycomb of tunnels that destroys the integrity of the 
timber.  

Furniture Beetle 
The beetle, Anobium punctatum, is an anobiid borer and can cause serious structural damage to timber. Attack occurs mainly in 
softwoods used in areas such as flooring, panelling and furniture. Unlike the ‘good borers’, this beetle can attack old dry wood. 
The female lays eggs in cracks and crevices or abraded areas in the timber, and the larval period may take several years. The 
reason it can cause serious damage is that the larvae feed in a meandering manner, producing a honeycomb of tunnels through 
the wood and destroying the structural integrity of the timber.  

  
Wood-boring Weevil     Furniture Beetle    
 
Source:- Museum Victoria(http://museumvictoria.com.au/discoverycentre/infosheets/10312/) 

 
 Kiama Woodcraft  Group Inc.   General   Meeting  June 24th  2009 
 

Meeting Opened at 7:05pm       And was chaired by   David Ross. 
 
Present:- As per the attendance book. ( 16  )  Guest Speaker: Our own John Daniel  
Apologies: John Hanrahan. 
Moved By:- Col Hanbridge   Seconded By:- John Hawkins. 
Guests:- Nil. 
 
Show & Tell:-  
Ted Batty presented Two very fine bowls the first a yellow box burl.  Quite large and heavy very well finished 
and figured.  The second a very impressive ornamental turned one of Chinese Tallow wood 
with very clean detail.  Also a tea light holder of quite a different shape but very pleasing to the eye. 
 
Guest Speaker:- 
John presented very well finished & intriguing item that had us all guessing what it might be.  It turned out 



 
 
 

Page 4 July 2009 Newsletter 

that parts of it were very ancient (the eighteen hundreds) and some not so old only 25 years.  John explained 
that it was of the Regency Canterbury period and what this entailed.  We received a detailed description of its 
construction and the fine detail that went into it.  All materials were re-cycled mostly Australian Red Cedar 
with some walnut veneer underneath this was part of the original base, it was finished in shellac. 
 And last but not least it was a Music Canterbury. 
 
The Minutes:- 
From last GM. meeting were accepted as circulated.. Moved:- Ray King & Seconded:- Dorothy 
Hanbridge.....Carried. 
 
Business Arising:- Nill. 

 
Correspondence In:- 

Kiama Council  Application for Kiama Council’ s 150th Community Event Funding successful ($90) 
Kiama Council Re-Request for display stands granted & booked.  ( Anne Phillips) 
CR Hose & Glassware.  (advertising engraved glassware etc.) 

 Newsletters & Magazines:- 
Tamworth Woodturners Newsletter.  May 2009 
Cooroora Woodworkers Club Inc. May and June 2009 
Cubby House News June 2009 

Correspondence out:- 
Request to Kiama Council ( Re loan of their display stands  for our Cedar Getters Event). 

 
Moved:- Barry Long.     Seconded:- John Unwin.  That the correspondence be accepted.     Carried. 
 
Business Arising:- Nil. 

 
Treasurers Report:- 
Treas. Dorothy presented her report and moved that the report be accepted.  Seconded:- John Daniel. 

 
Expo Co-ordinator:- 
Joe White - Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Co-Ordinator:-  
John Jenkins - Apology for change of guest speaker Ian Yabsley had doubled booked will join us at our July 
AGM. 
 
Co-Ordinator O. F. Stn.:- 
John Unwin - We will be at the Old Fire Stn over the Christmas period.  John has had 600 double sided flyers 
printed these have been distributed at several stands at the Working with Wood Show and will also be 
displayed at the carvers event. 
 
General Business:-  
John Unwin advised that he has timber suitable for the saw horses for the Cedar Getters.  David Ross will 
construct.  We were reminded by David that our next meeting is our AGM and we should think about who 
will be our next Co-ordinator and also Pres John while he would be quite happy to continue as President, 
health issues may make it difficult for him to attend.  So we need a President also.  Baden Keen also advised 
he will not be continuing with our catering for supper due to family commitments. 
 
John Unwin advised us that he has purchased 15 pieces of Camphor Laurel for the 2010 Club Challenge. Cost 
$14/15 per piece.  John went on to suggest that many members were timber illiterate (in a nice way) and 
suggested that we might have as a segment in our meeting a time of timber identification.  John suggested 3 or 
4 samples and the members attempt to identify them john will supply the samples and a prize for the first 
month.   
 
John Hawkins gave an update on the National Scroll saw event.  Grant forms will not be available till next 
month. The hall has been measured and the layout planed.  A surprise he had not expected was that we have 
to supply the traders (which will be no cost to us) John has already found three.  
Harris Traders - J&C Thin Timbers -NSW Book and Tool Company (Hegner Scroll Saws)  
 
 The Meeting closed at 7:55pm. 
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 The next Exec. Committee meeting will be on Tuesday 30th June 7:30pm 
 At the home of John and Joy Hanrahan  2/130 Shoalhaven St. Kiama.  ( Ph. 4233 1067) 
 
Barry Mather 
 

Kiama Woodcraft Group Inc.        Committee Meeting, June 30th, 2009. 
 

Matters Arising : 1. Club Challenge: J. Unwin reported purchase of 15 pieces of camphor laurel 
                           2. J. Unwin indicated that he has the sawhorse timber. D. Ross volunteered to assist. A 
working bee was suggested at J.Daniel’s home if required. 
 
Correspondence:   IN: Newsletters from Milton Ulladulla and Hobby Turners. 
                              OUT: Nil 
Moved Ross/C.Hanbridge that the correspondence be accepted. Carried. 
 
Co-ordinators’ Report:  
John Jenkins reported that Ian Yabsley will speak at the AGM on the progress of the Men’s Shed. 
  
It was noted that Art Burrows will speak at the Shoalhaven Woodies on 16th August on the history of 
woodcraft and the history of Egypt. There will be invitations for all. Details will be in “Treen Topics” and 
at the next Meeting. 
 
General Business: 

1. Chairmanship: To encourage members to engage in chairing meetings, R. King will prepare and 
distribute specimen Meeting Procedure details to members who wish to chair a meeting. 

                               This could be preceded by discussion of agenda and the Chairman’s role in a 
meeting. 
 
2. 150th Anniversary of Kiama Council , Tuesday,4th August to Monday,10th August. 
a. Display in the Old Fire station Gallery 9.30am to 4 pm manned by members. 
b. Secretary has arranged to have on loan from the Council a black 6 x 6 board for the August 

Display. This to be confirmed with Council 
c. Costumes: David Ross agreed to pick the costumes(Shirt, Trousers, Hat,Belt) from Arcadians 

Hire Co. (141 Princes Hwy, Corrimal) From Nyla Collis, Ph. 4274 2105 or 0415 456 745, during: 
Thursday 7pm-10pm or  Sat. 1pm-4pm. 

d. Discussion on display items e.g. tools, cedar items large and small. books, photos and posters, 
Museum’s board of cedar-getters’ tools, billy on fire, music etc sand the need for Group to 
consider safety issues. 

 
 
 


