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Web: WWW.kiamawoodcraft.org 
 
Postal address:-Box 572 Kiama 2533  
 

 

June 2009 Newsletter 
Committee 
 
President: John Hanrahan        0400719179 Vice President: David Ross  42321754 

 
                                                       42331067 Treasurer: Dorothy Hanbridge 42341346 
Secretary: Barry Mather        42377072 Co-ordinator: John Jenkins             42375352 
Newsletter Editor: Tom Loosz    42970357  
 

Meetings 4th Wednesday of each month at Kiama High School:- Next Meeting 24/6/09 
 

Reminder: - This will be the last monthly meeting before the July AGM, so please have a think about 
what you can do for the club in terms of committee nominations or taking on one of the smaller tasks that 
all add up to making this group so successful.   
 
Kiama Library Display 
Some of the members have put their works on display at the 
Kiama Library, this is a good outlet to show off our skills and 
workmanship to the public that haven’t taken the opportunity 
to see out woodcraft sales at the Old Kiama Fire Station.  
Congratulations to those that had the chance (or time) to 
display the variety of woodcraft seen in the cabinet.   

 
 
Last Month’s demonstrator was Ted Batty, Ted gave a great talk on the methods and pitfalls of deep 
hollow turning, Ted has been a real inspiration to newcomers to the art of woodturning.  Job well done 
Ted. 

  
1) Teds roller guides for larger works.  2) Ted in action.   3) Some novice trying not to lose a finger 
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June Demonstrator will be speaker on the Kiama’s Men shed, this should be an interesting talk, hope 
everyone can make it. 
 
Rolling Events Calendar  
 
June 19-21 - Sydney Working with Wood Show.  For more information regarding this event visit the 
website at http://www.eee.net.au.  I believe the entry fee is $15.00, but it’s not listed on the website yet. 
June 15-26 - Kiama Woodcraft Exhibit at the Kiama Library  
August 4- 10 – OFS Display and sales  
August 9 – Timber getters street parade in conjunction with the Kiama 150th anniversary  
 
Ted (John ) Hawkins 
We all know how intricate and delicate the Fret sawn woodcraft Ted Hawkins makes but do you know what is 
involved from the start of the project to its conclusion!  Well the following article is presented by Ted Hawkins 
will give you a pretty good idea of the patience and planning required to come up with his works of art.  I think 
Ted had plenty to ‘fret” about this project! 
 

  
My French Flowers clock was made from a plan selected from an internet catalogue of Spanish designer, 
Pedro Lopez and was made purely as a competition piece.  It will be entered in the Working With Wood 
Show, Kiama Show & the Scroll Saw Exhibition.  It is designed from an old French clock, I believe 
circa 1700's and unbeknown to me at the time, is similar to the Queens clock that I was successful with a 
few years ago but about 33% larger and different structure.  It also has some extra detail. 
I wanted to use a dark wood (mahogany) and Jacaranda but could not find this and used KOTO which is a 
very white wood with even colour and little grain pattern.  I had never heard of it before but my supplier 
sent a sample and it looked great.  However when I started to use it warped as soon as I unpacked it so I 
had to keep weights on it all the time.  The 3mm was not hard to work with as it is flexible enough to 
straighten.  The 6mm again was not too bad as it was still a little flexible and had quite a lot of fretwork 
which tends to relieve the internal stresses.  However the 9mm became a real problem.  It was thick 
enough to have little flexibility and required only minimum fretwork.  I found that I could only work 
about 25 minutes and then had to press flat again.  Luckily the plan called for some solid platforms to be 
fitted across these pieces and when glued it kept them reasonably straight. 
The Mahogany was easy to work with except for the chains they are cut from 3mm and this is very brittle. 
I had to remake several links.  These are made by sawing the whole link and then cutting into 2 parts 
using a razor blade and then re-gluing together again.  These are the most fragile parts of the clock. 
When the timber arrived it has been machine sanded to 240 grit.  Before starting to cut the wood, I go 
through the grades of grit, finishing with 1200 giving a natural low satin sheen to the surface.  Organoil-
Olde Danish Oil has absolutely no resins or lacquer added so that the only sheen at the finish depends on 
this sanding. I use this oil as it gives an even flat finish to the fret cuts which I do not sand.  I use sharp 
blades and slow cutting feed rate to get a fret finish as smooth as possible.  Because of the large size and 
complexity, I had problems assembling. I first assembled into 5 parts.  I then fitted the felt on cardboard to 
line the inside, and then joined 4 of these parts together.   
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The last was to glue this assembly onto the backing piece which is made from the previously described 
9mm Koto. In hindsight I should have asked for some help.  But eventually I got it all glued together with 
clamps hanging like a xmas tree.  Beauty, it was done.  The next morning I came to remove the clamps 
and to my horror the end clamp had loosened and some of the joints opened a little.  You have to look to 
find the fault.  But this is what judges are paid to do. Time taken to do this project:- Started 4th November 
2008 and took up the major part of my spare time till April 2009. 
 
Show and Tell 
 

  

A nice looking Rosewood 
box of lidded bowl from 
Ted Batty.   

 
 
 
As always, a special thank you to Barry Maher for compiling the minutes from each meeting and 
sending them to me.  This makes putting the Newsletter together a lot easier. 
 
 Kiama Woodcraft  Group Inc.   General   Meeting May 27th  2009 
 

John Daniel chaired the meeting due to Pres. John’s absence. 
John Opened the Meeting at 7:00 pm and thanked all for attending..  

 
Attendance: As per the attendance record..(16)  Guest Speaker: Our own Ted Batty 
 
Apologies: John Hanrahan, John Jenkins, Darren & Baden Keen, Ern Thompson and Col Hanbridge. 
 
Guests: Bob & Janice Mark 

 
Show & Tell: 
 Ted batty presented a very well finished small Rosewood bowl made from leftovers finished with Organ 
Oil. John Daniel enlightened some of us with a 1930 German Trammel /circle cutter.  Ray King took the 
opportunity to enquire of the members about Keyhole escutcheons, John Daniel advised may be able to 
help out.  John Hawkins advised us that the suppliers of Organ Oil have gone bankrupt. The product will 
now be available on special order from Bunnings at $36 a Ltr. Or from Mitre 10 at Albion Park Rail at 
$34 Litre. 
Guest Speaker: 
Ted shared with us his experiences with deep hole boring and explained some of the challenges he has 
faced and how he has endeavoured to over come them.  Ted showed a collection of heavy duty tools and 
cutters that he has accumulated.  Also jigs and steadies he has designed and made with research from the 
Web.  Ted then proceeded to give us a practical demo on how it is done. 
The old saying a picture is worth a thousand words certainly applied with Ted’s demo as I think a few of 
us were puzzled with the laser light setup. All up a very interesting example of Ted’s application to and 
his commitment, consistency and passion to the subject.  John Daniel moved a formal vote of thanks to 
Ted. 

 
The Minutes: 
From previous GM meeting were accepted as circulated. Moved Ray King & Seconded Len Harrison. 
 
Business Arising: Nil. 
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Correspondence In: 
Kiama Council - Cheque for $110.  (Refund and Key deposit Old Fire Stn.). 

  Posters from Forestry Commission.  (Cedars Getters). 
International Wood Collectors Society (Australian Region) Information brochures and membership. 
Newsletters & Magazines: 
Tamworth Woodturners Newsletter. 
Cubby House News May 2009. 
Illawarra Woodworkers Group May 2009. 
The Australian Woodworker Magazine.  April 2009.  

  Correspondence out: 
Request to Kiama Historical Society.  (Re loan of their display for our ACedar Getters Event@). 
Request to Forestry Commission Re posters for ACedar Getters event@.  (E-Mail) 
Thank you to Yvonne Ferguson for Judging our Club Challenge 
   

Business Arising: Nil. 
 

Treasurers Report: 
   Dorothy Hanbridge presented her report  and moved that the report be accepted seconded David Ross. 

 
Expo Co-ordinator: 
Joe White - 
Co-Ordinator:  
John Jenkins - In lieu of Johns absence Ray King reported that we received excellent coverage in the Aust. 
Woodworkers Mag. Which had been initially instigated by David Ross.  Guest speaker for our June will be 
a representative from the Kiama Men’s Shed in lieu of John Daniel.  As our AGM is in July there is no 
guest speaker planned and suggests we have an extended show and tell if time permits. 
 
 
Co-Ordinator O. F. Stn.: 
John Unwin - Sales were down, but still a very good week. The quality of the work very good. 
 
General Business: 
John D reminded members of the display in the Library commencing 1st June.  Also names of those 
members wishing to participate in the running of the Cedars Getters event in August. 
 
David Ross  John Hawkins  Ted Batty John Daniel Len Harrison Col Wiggins. 
Sandra Hamblen Ray King  Barry Mather John Unwin Lance Smee 
 
On request for a volunteer David Ross advised he would look into timber for saw horses. 
John D asked for names of those members prepared to take part in the parade on the Sunday. 
 
David Ross  John Hawkins  Len Harrison  Col Wiggins Ted Batty John Daniel 
Sandra Hamblen  
 
Barry Mather to approach History Center Re-borrowing screens to display posters. 
John Hawkins advised planning under way for Scroll Saw Nationals. 
Masonic Hall has been booked and the two marquees also. 
Application for the grant still to be made expects forms to be available next week. 
Ted Batty advises our sales counter used at the O. F. Stn has now been modified. 
  
John D   Reminded members that there are  NO SALES at the ACedar Getters Display in the O. F. Stn. 
 
 

 
   Meeting closed at 8:30pm. 
 
 The next committee meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd June 7:30pm 
 At the home of Barry & Val Mather 198 North Kiama drive Kiama Downs ( Ph.4237 7072) 
 
Barry Mather 
 


